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Phenomenology 

Redemptor Hominis 

 “The Redeemer of Man” 

 First encyclical – March 4, 1979 

 Addresses problems of the world at the time 

 Solution is fuller understanding of the human person and of Christ 

 Church needs to prepare for third millennium 

 Critiques atheist governments as inherently inhuman 

 Need for missionaries to bring Gospel to whole world – to make more human 

 Importance of religious freedom 

 Concludes with Mary (common for him) – all need to take her as mother 

Salvifici Doloris 

 “Redemptive suffering”, On the Christian Meaning of Human Suffering 

 February 11, 1984 – Apostolic letter 

 Christ’s suffering on the Cross redeemed our suffering 

 Suffering “is a universal theme that accompanies man at every point on earth” (2) 

 Physical suffering is in some ways easier to treat than moral suffering 

 Scripture helps us to see link between suffering and evil  

 Suffering always leads to question: why? 

 Christ: suffering conquered by love 

 Cross is definitive answer to suffering (18) 



 Gospel of Suffering:  

  Suffering with Christ is redeeming 

  Suffering with Christ is a power and grace that draws us closer to him 

 Redemptive suffering unleashes our love for each other 

Veritatis Splendor  

 “The Splendor of Truth” 

August 6, 1993 

 Moral truth is knowable 

 Splendor of truth “shines forth deep within the human spirit” (2) 

 “Teacher, what good must I do to have eternal life?” Matt 19:16 

 Ultimate purpose of life is to live for the glory of God (10) 

 Choice of good or evil effects relationship with God 

 No contradiction between freedom and following the good 

 Response to moral relativism: there are absolute truths which are universal 

 Freedom is good but not a substitute for truth 

 Freedom and natural law are not opposed 

 Reason can help us discover most areas of natural law but some needs divine revelation 

 The debate between freedom and law takes place in the heart – conscience 

 Argues against “fundamental option”  

 Some acts are intrinsically evil – no circumstance can make them right (80) 

Fides et Ratio  

 “Faith and Reason” 

September 14, 1998 



 Faith and reason not only compatible but essential together 

 Pluralism  

 Church bears message of truth with God as origin (7) 

 Sacred Scripture shows deep relation between faith and reason  

New Testament, especially Paul, reveals opposition between “wisdom of the world” and 

“wisdom of God revealed in Jesus Christ” (23) 

 Natural for humans to attempt to discover themselves and the basic questions about life 

“Every truth—if it really is truth—presents itself as universal, even if it is not the whole 

truth. If something is true, then it must be true for all people and at all times.” (27) 

 Long section on history of Christian philosophy – embracing search for truth 

 Faith without reason leads to superstition (48) 

 Reason without faith leads to nihilism and relativism 

 Duty of magisterium to discern philosophy 

 Warns about certain errors in modern philosophy 

  Eclecticism  

  Historicism  

  Scientism  

  Pragmatism  

  Nihilism  

 Theology – “to provide an understanding of Revelation and the content of faith” (93) 

Final meeting (August 10) 

 Deus Caritas Est 


